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Nordic Art Show 2006
9 December 2006 – 25 February 2007

MŰCSARNOK

Opening: 8 December 2006, 7 p.m.
Patrons of the Exhibition

On behalf of the Nordic Countries, His Majesty King Harald V of Norway

On the behalf of the Republic of Hungary, His Excellency President László Sólyom

The 1906 International Winter Salon – organized by the National Society of Hungarian Art and hosted by Műcsarnok – featured, beside Hungarians, artists from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden.

100 years later, Dreamlands Burn is a major display of 50 artists and groups from the same five countries.

Northern melancholy, white nights, a peculiar northern relationship to nature, social prosperity, understated affluence, aurora borealis – in the past decade, several European cities hosted exhibitions that relied on these and similar topoi when selecting from the visual art of Northern Europe. These stereotypes, however, are no longer sufficient when we want to approach a region and an art that is anything but homogenous. The present selection seeks to give, with the help of metaphors, an up-to-date reading of the complex reality of Northern Europe. The display focuses on the interaction of the works. We want to explore notions – such as nation, identity, the personal and the communal, etc. –, metaphors and ideas, represent their overlapping or parallel existence.

The exhibition will also feature works made specifically for the spaces of Műcsarnok. One of these is the design of the display itself, the work of the Uglycute group from Stockholm. It is with a consideration of Műcsarnok’s spaces, the position and relationship of the exhibited works, that this team of artists, architects and designers creates architectural elements that are mobile and easy to install, and will define the design of the whole exhibit.

Other new works include a mural painting by the Danish Jens Haaning, who also exhibited at the 11th Documenta in Kassel, and a complex installation by the New York-based Swedish artist, Sara Jordenö, which reflects on the historical background of the display, and include her selection from those Scandinavian artworks that were bought at the former exhibition a hundred years ago, and are now held in the Budapest Museum of Fine Art.

Gitte Villesen of Denmark, who was featured at the 2003 Venice Biennale, made video notes and photos during her one-month stay in Budapest, which concentrate on the legendary Fészek Club, and to which she adds archival material and interviews.

Site-specific works include a sound installation made for the finissage, in which the 14-member Freq_out group will present their performance.

Thematic film screenings will help visitors to delve deeper into the issues that inspired the concept of the exhibition and the topics that appear in the works. The six film programmes, sixty to ninety minutes in length and shown on consecutive days, feature films and videos that offer new perspectives and a peculiar cinematic experience. There will also be film premieres, accompanied by lectures and discussions.

Participating artists:

Eija-Liisa Ahtila, J. Tobias Anderson, Miriam Bäckström, Johanna Billing, Elina Brotherus, Ann Böttcher, Sonja Lillabæk Christensen, Jonas Dahlberg, Jacob Dahlgren, Nathalie Djurberg, Carl Johan De Geer, Leif Elggren, Steingrímur Eyfjörð, 

Freq_out:  Tommi Grönlund & Petteri Nisunen, Mike Harding, Jacob Kirkegaard, Brandon LaBelle, PerMagnus Lindborg, BJNilsen, Finnbogi Pétursson, Franz Pomassl, Kent Tankred, Jim G. Thirlwell, Jana Winderen, Maia Urstad, Carl Michael von Hausswolff,

Bodil Furu, Felix Gmelin, Tommi Grönlund & Petteri Nisunen, Veli Granö, Alexander Gutke, Jens Haaning, Sara Jordenö, Jesper Just, Tellervo Kalleinen & Oliver Kochta-Kalleinen, Ragnar Kjartansson, Joachim Koester, Andrea Lange, Anna Ling, Cecilia Lundqvist, Tova Mozard, Jesper Nordahl, Henriette Pedersen, Torbjørn Rødland, Pia Rönicke, Mika Taanila, Vibeke Tandberg, Magnus Thierfelder, YKON, Gitte Villesen

Exhibition Design: Uglycute

Curators: Molnár Edit, Páldi Lívia

Assistant curator: Simon Kati

Supported by: 
Nordic Cultural Fund

Office for Contemporary Art, Norway

Danish Arts Council

Swedish National Council for Cultural Affairs

IASPIS, Stockholm 

Center for Icelandic Art
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